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fall in love with him, according to Mrs. Sidney Webb: for,
as she said, 'You cannot fall in love with a sprite; and
Shaw is a sprite in such matters, not a real person/ The
object of discussion was the first to agree, * It is certainly
true,' he replied. 'I am fond of women (or one in a
thousand, say): but I am in earnest about quite other
things.1 Shrewd and green-eyed Miss Payne-Townshend
thought differently, and managed to bring the sprite to earth
in her own way; though not without the sprite's conscious
co-operation. Two years previously, in 1896, Shaw had
written to Ellen Terry concerning the lady Fabian, stating
that he proposed to * refresh his heart by falling in love
with her.' So came about the marriage with the bride-
groom on crutches. He was on crutches because the over-
work and the breakdown came first. The indefatigable
fellow, living chiefly on his nerves, had made such demands
on his system that it was unable to withstand a trifling
injury caused by a too tightly laced shoe, with the result
than an abscess developed, involving two operations which
kept him on crutches for eighteen months*
Figuratively speaking, Shaw had exhausted himself in
making his bed. Now, convalescent, with a position and
a reputation, and with money from The Devil's Disciple
to pay his way, he was content to lies on it and to ask a
wife to share it Accordingly, in May 1898, Bernard
Shaw resigned from The Saturday Review, and on the first
of June following, amid the first rumblings of the Boers in
South Africa and two months before Bismarck's death,
Mr. and Mrs. Shaw led each other home from the registrar's.
Past their first youth, they knew what they wanted from
marriage: not a paradise of romance, nor children; but
friendship, companionship, and the bond of common
interests.
Mrs. Shaw, having rescued her husband from the untidy
litter of his bachelor years in Fitzroy Square, now took in
hand his illness, with its accompanying accidents, and the
convalescence that followed: in short, a general Shavian
repair. It took time. The pursuit of health involved con-
siderable stays in comfortably furnished houses at Hasle-
mere, Hindhead, and in the Isle of Wight; before finally^